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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 6 April 2011 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Glen C Smith, JP 

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP  

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Councillor Walter F Cross, JP  

     Councillor Marshall E Minors  

     Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan 

Councillor Dennis G Tucker, JP 

 

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper  

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi 

     Ports Superintendant – Earl Francis 

     Human Resources Director – Sakina Darrell 

 

 

1. Review of Corporation minutes of 9 March 2011 

 

 The minutes were accepted as read. 

 Proposed:  Alderman Ferreira  Seconded: Councillor Tucker 

 Unanimous 

   

2. Matters Arising 

 

 Intranet Access – The Secretary confirmed that he provided all Members with a paper copy 

of his email regarding email / intranet access. 

 

 Bronze Statue – The Secretary confirmed he had arranged collection of the bronze statue 

which is on permanent loan to the Corporation by the Jay Bluck Estate.  Letters have also 

been written to both the Estate and the family.  The Property Committee will consider the 

placement of the statue at their meeting on 14th April. 

 

 The Mayor mentioned that a Town Hall Meeting was held on Tuesday 29th March in North 

Hamilton.  Public attendance had been moderate although the meeting was very positive. 

   

3. Review of Committee Minutes: 

    

a) Property Committee – 10 March 2011 

 No recommendations. 
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b) Infrastructure Committee – 14 March 2011 

  No recommendations. 

 

  The Royal Gazette presented to the Committee regarding the installation of newspaper 

vending machines in the City.  After a great deal of deliberation the Committee agreed 

their request.  Alderman Harvey asked whether it was the Royal Gazette’s intention to 

make all their human newspaper sellers redundant.  Councillor Cross said that this was 

raised with the Royal Gazette and Alderman Smith said that the newspaper has carried 

out research and they do not see the vending machines as having a dramatic impact on 

their established retailers.  The vending machines are aimed more at people who will get 

out of their cars and buy a newspaper or those who do not normally buy a newspaper 

from a shop.  It was confirmed that the Committee has made provision for the fact that 

the Bermuda Sun may approach us with a similar request. 

  RESOLUTION: That the Board approves the request from the Royal Gazette to 

place newspaper vending machines at various locations in the City. 

  Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Alderman Ferreira 

  Unanimous 

 

  Alderman Smith mentioned that the EEZ had a clean-up day in North East Hamilton on 

21st February which was heavily sponsored by Marsh.  In conjunction with this, the EEZ 

has asked if they can place some murals at the top of Till’s Hill and also on the Stirling 

property (opposite Dellwood School).  The Mayor said the only concern he has with the 

murals on the Stirling property is that the current hoarding constantly blows down 

during high winds so the EEZ should take the opportunity to ensure the murals and 

hoarding are well secured. 

  RESOLUTION: That the Board approves the installation of murals in Till’s Hill and 

on the Stirling Property. 

  Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Alderman Harvey 

  Unanimous 

 

   Alderman Ferreira raised the topic of the X-Ray machine which had been mentioned in 

the Infrastructure minutes.  She asked Alderman Smith whether he is aware of the 

numerous slow-downs the Union has had during this past year with regards to the impact 

of lighting on the docks.  Alderman Smith said he is aware and asked the Secretary to 

elaborate on the lighting issue.  The Mayor said that under our current financial 

situation, instead of getting approximately $6.2 million this year for wharfage, we are 

reduced to a $5 million grant.  We had put in loan requests to three of the local lending 

agencies although these were declined because we do not have a lease for the docks.  

Even if we were to have obtained the funding, it was questionable whether we would now 

be able to service the loans.  We are going through the process of negotiating with 

Government to see whether this can be favourably resolved.  Despite the fact that the 

Corporation has recently been accused of getting ‘cold feet’ about the X-Ray project, 

The Mayor pointed out that from the outset there had never been any assignment of 

responsibilities in terms of the X-Ray project.  We had agreed that we were obligated 

to provide certain funding towards the project ie: the lights and the development of the 

intersection at Court Street / Front Street as well as some other minor items.   
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  The Government is aware of the fact that if we do not have the money and we do not 

have the means to raise the funding, then we are unable to carry out the necessary 

work.  The City Engineer confirmed that the X-Ray machinery is on the island and Works 

& Engineering are in the process of installing the equipment with the aid of the Chinese 

contractor.   

 

c) Development Committee – 3 March 2011 

 Minutes already reviewed by the Board on 9th March.   

 No recommendations. 

 

 Alderman Ferreira confirmed that the Corporation has received the occupancy 

certificate for the new Works Yard building. 

 

d) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 15 March 2011 

 No recommendations. 

 

 Alderman Harvey asked about the outsourcing of the janitorial function.  The Secretary 

said that we have outsourced the servicing of public washrooms as of April 1st 2011. The 

CoH staff who had been previously employed in the janitorial function have been moved 

into other positions. The lateral move within the Sanitation department was agreed by 

the BIU and signed by the staff members.  The City Engineer confirmed that the 

outsourcing was working well and the Sanitation Supervisor has been pleased with the 

work that has been carried out to date.  

 

e) Finance Committee – 16 March 2011  

  No recommendations. 

 

  Councillor Tucker said that our position in regard to our financial situation has not 

changed since his last update at the Board meeting in March.  The Treasurer said we 

have had a few increases in revenue post year end but there have also been a few more 

expenses as well and we are now in the process of shutting down the accounts for 2010 

with the auditors due in on 18th April.  Cash collections have not been too bad 

considering the difficult times but there is still a lot of work to do to encourage people 

to pay and there are still a number of people struggling to pay their taxes.   

 

  The Mayor said the Executive Team should be congratulated on working under such 

trying conditions last year.  Where there has been a reduction in revenues of $2.1 

million during the course of the year, thanks to the team’s cutting of various expenses 

and careful use of our resources, the gross deficit at the end of 2010 amounted to just 

over $300,000 compared to the budget. 

 

  The Secretary said that the Chamber of Commerce has confirmed that Harbour Nights 

will go ahead this year and they do expect to receive our $15,000 contribution.  The 

Mayor said the Chamber is still suffering a shortfall and perhaps the Finance Committee 

could consider doubling our contribution.  Alderman Harvey said that in the past some of 

the Members had reservations about the standard of the Harbour Nights events.   
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  The Events Project Manager said that unfortunately she has not been invited to any of 

the Harbour Nights Committee meetings this year so she is not aware of what the 

Chamber is planning in terms of entertainment, although she could confirm that the 

event starts on 18th May.  Alderman Harvey said that in view of this, he felt that if we 

are going to consider increasing our contribution then the Chamber should provide us 

with full details of the entertainment they are proposing for the event. 

  ACTION: The Secretary to find out what the Chamber of Commerce is proposing for 

Harbour Nights. 

 

4. Any Other Business 

 

 The Secretary asked all Members to update themselves of the recent resolutions which have 

been passed in special board meetings and which are outlined in today’s Board package.   

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1.05pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


